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WATER BOARDS AMENDMENT BILL 2002 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 14 November 2002. 

MR J.P.D. EDWARDS (Greenough) [7.31 pm]:  I am happy to tell the minister that the Liberal Opposition will 
support the Bill.  For the benefit of the House, I will recap some of the issues outlined in the minister’s second 
reading speech, which was delivered a little while ago. 

The Water Boards Amendment Bill will permit the payment of remuneration and allowances to members of the 
Bunbury and Busselton Water Boards from the water fund, which I understand comprises money collected by 
the boards.  Specifically, the Bill proposes certain amendments to the Water Boards Act 1904.  Section 29 will 
be replaced with a new section to permit the payment of remuneration and allowances to members.  A paragraph 
will be added to section 111(1) to allow payment of remuneration and allowances from the said water fund.  
Existing section 29 reads - 

The Board may, if it thinks fit, grant an allowance to the chairman from the Water Fund to defray his 
necessary personal expenses. 

However, the Act makes no provision for the payment of remuneration or allowances to other members of the 
water boards.  As with directors of other statutory authorities, water board members are subject to the Statutory 
Corporations (Liability of Directors) Act 1996, which outlines the duties that persons who control the affairs of a 
statutory corporation owe to that corporation.  Part III of the Act imposes additional duties, and prescribes that 
penalties that apply to directors of certain statutory authorities also apply to members of the water boards. 

The two water boards involved in this measure are the Bunbury Water Board, known as Aqwest, and the 
Busselton Water Board.  I believe the two water boards - the minister may correct me - are the only two boards 
in this situation regarding remuneration and allowances for members. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Yes. 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I understand that Harvey Water, which is a cooperative of farmers responsible for 
irrigation of agricultural and horticultural properties in that region, pays its board members.  A precedent exists 
among many other statutory authorities, such as development commissions and port authorities.  It is an anomaly 
that the current members of the Bunbury and Busselton Water Boards are not paid for their time and efforts, 
which are considerable.  Obviously, they are people with a genuine desire to ensure that their region is well 
serviced. 

I will comment on the Bunbury Water Board, and my colleague from Vasse will comment on the Busselton 
Water Board.  Section 29 is to be repealed, to be replaced by the following proposed section 29 -  

(1) Each member is to be paid from the Water Fund such remuneration and allowances as the 
Minister, on the recommendation of the Minister for Public Sector Management, determines in 
the case of that member. 

(2) Remuneration is not to be paid to a member who holds a full-time office or position that is 
remunerated out of moneys appropriated by Parliament. 

I am aware that the Bunbury Water Board has six members, including the chairperson - to be politically correct - 
and the Busselton Water Board has seven members, including the chairperson.  I understand that the Bunbury 
chairperson’s allowance for personal expenses was $15 000 in the 2001-02 financial year.  The Busselton 
chairperson declined to be paid an allowance, which was extremely noble of that person.  These people put in a 
lot of time and effort.  Having been a member of one or two boards, I am aware that people do not become 
members of boards for the fun of it.  They must do their homework and read the material, and make decisions 
that reflect on other people.  Decisions can involve many thousands and sometimes millions of dollars.  They 
must be responsible people and be aware of the consequences of their actions and the responsibility of the role. 

The Bunbury Water Board’s aim, as outlined in its web site, reads - 

To achieve on-going success in the water industry based on service excellence and compliance to 
statutory requirements.   

Its role reads - 

To provide sustainable, high quality water services at minimum long term cost. 

The board does that extremely well.  Aqwest is the operating arm of the Bunbury Water Board.  It supplies water 
to approximately 12 000 serviced connections for some 30 000 residents of the town of Bunbury.  It also 
operates seven water treatment plants, associated bores and high-level booster pumps.  Its main activities are 
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water treatment and water distribution.  It is significant that it has a turnover of $5.1 million and a work force of 
27 people.   

Aqwest has put in place some initiatives over the past five or six years.  Also, cleaner production initiatives have 
been introduced over the past 20 years, starting in the early 1980s, and the board has improved the operational 
efficiency of plant and equipment, and improved process efficiency.  For example, calculation was made of 
kilowatt hour-kilolitre ratios for each treatment plant, which has allowed plants to be ranked on the basis of that 
energy efficiency.  Control and data acquisition systems were introduced to allow all plants to be monitored from 
a single remote-controlled point.  A new water treatment system was introduced that allows the water used to 
clean the filtration systems to be recycled.  These decisions were obviously made to achieve financial benefits 
for the people serviced by the water board. 

I had the opportunity about a month ago to meet the Chairman and the Chief Executive Officer of the Bunbury 
Water Board.  They impressed me with their accomplishments and future intentions.  To digress a little, I 
observed a very modern water treatment plant that could well be piloted - it may not be the right term, but it will 
do - by the Water Corporation, which could take a leaf from Aqwest’s book.  The plant is very efficient and 
modern.  It is run by one person, who does not have to be on-site.  The person has only to sit in front of a 
computer.  He could be at home or wherever to see to the running of the plant.  We must recognise that boards 
like the Bunbury Water Board and the Busselton Water Board are modern in their thinking, progressive, and 
particularly efficient in what they do.  The Opposition does not intend to take the Bill to consideration in detail 
as it is a straightforward and simple Bill.  All members recognise that board members who put in time and effort 
and make appropriate decisions should be remunerated fairly. 

The Bunbury Water Board -Aqwest - is a progressive, efficient organisation that provides its customers with 
sustainable high-quality water, as does the Busselton Water Board.  As the principal opposition speaker on this 
Bill I am happy to support it, as will my colleagues who will speak on it later. 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [7.41 pm]:  The member for Mitchell and I are former members of the Bunbury 
Water Board.  We were on the board when we were councillors with the City of Bunbury in 1994.  I am pleased 
that this Bill has come to fruition.  The Bunbury Water Board has been around for about 98 years; it was founded 
in 1905.  It originated from the Water Boards Act 1904.  Its first bore was adjacent to where the Bunbury Police 
Station is currently located.  The bore is capped but can still be used.  Part of the problem with the first bore used 
in the City of Bunbury is that it has to go through Bunbury basalt before it reaches water. 

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  During the 1980s the Burke Government wanted to shut down the Harvey, Bunbury and 
Busselton Water Boards.  Harvey succumbed. 

Mr A.J. DEAN:  Yes, Harvey succumbed. 

During its 98 years, the Bunbury Water Board has suffered threats from both sides of politics.  The Bunbury 
aquifer is sourced from various bores.  Land is leased from the City of Bunbury to accommodate water in 
massive tanks.  The tanks are situated in the high areas of Bunbury.  The land is quite valuable.  The City of 
Bunbury does not receive an adequate return in rent for the occupied land.  Nevertheless, the City of Bunbury 
and Aqwest have a good relationship because they serve the same people.  Both operate within the boundaries of 
the city of Bunbury. 

Aqwest has a licence for nine gigalitres.  Last year it used less than six gigalitres from the Yarragadee aquifer.  
Consumption last year fell by 12 per cent from 350 kilolitres to 300 kilolitres a household.  The water message 
the State Government is sending has found a home in Bunbury.  People’s domestic consumption is going down 
drastically.  I was very alarmed a week or so ago when people suggested the average annual consumption in 
Perth was 600 kilolitres a household, as compared to 300 kilolitres in Bunbury. 

The operating profit of Aqwest last year was $1.75 million.  That is quite remarkable as it is built on a sales base 
of less than six gigalitres.  It is a very lean operation; it has less than 23 employees.  It can be seen that it does its 
job well.  It does it well because it has a very good board.  The chairman of the board is Vern Haley, who is a 
retired City of Bunbury employee.  He has an intimate knowledge of the city of Bunbury.  Another board 
member is Diana Phillips, who is a new appointee in the term of this Government.  Max Brett is another board 
member.  Vera Guinness and Steve Prosser have been reappointed in this term of Government.  A recent retiree 
from the board is Tom Hall.  He is a remarkable character in the city of Bunbury.  He has a finger in every pie.  
His knowledge of local industry and people is almost beyond understanding.  Tom is an amusing fellow and I 
would welcome his presence again on Aqwest at any stage.  A recent appointee to the board is David Smith, the 
former member for Mitchell. 

Aqwest is expanding.  It has recently purchased a block of land in the Daintree industrial estate for about 
$800 000.  It is building a corporate and works headquarters.  The site is south of the homemaker centre and will 
provide all services from that site.   
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The annual report of the Bunbury Water Board shows that it has substantial reserves.  I can understand why 
previous Governments have looked at it with some envy.  The statement of financial position as of 30 June 2002 
shows a profit of $1.75 million after tax equalisation.  It currently has reserve funds of $30.8 million.  In 
addition, it has retained profits of $15.5 million.  To excuse the pun, it is a very liquid organisation.  That has 
come about through 98 years of prudent management by the people of Bunbury.  Capital expenditure last year 
was $2.2 million.  The member for Greenough talked about some of the board’s innovations.  Last year it 
introduced a filter backwash system, which saves 100 000 kilolitres annually.  That is equivalent to the water 
consumption of 300 homes for one year, and it is a very good saving. 

I commend this Bill and I am glad it has bipartisan support.  Board members give their time in a way that should 
be rewarded.  It is a pity it has taken so long.  It is also a pity that when the Local Government Act 1995 was 
introduced and included the provision to pay councillors, the previous Government did not take up the cudgel 
and provide corresponding remuneration to water board members in Bunbury and Busselton. 

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Mitchell - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.48 pm]:  The majority of 
legislation that goes through this Parliament has the support of both sides of politics and the Independents.  This 
Bill is one such piece of legislation.  I am delighted to hear it is getting such strong support.  I will reiterate some 
points made by my colleague, the member for Greenough, who recently visited the Bunbury Water Board with 
me.  The comments I will make about the board also reflect on the Busselton Water Board.  The House will also 
hear shortly from the member for Vasse, who has more direct experience of that organisation.   

The Bill appears to be very simple; it is only three pages long and comprises only five clauses.  I am sure that 
many members of Parliament will breathe a sigh of relief at such short, concise legislation.  We should not 
underestimate the importance of this Bill.  Indeed, the measures proposed have been on the drawing board for 
several years.  For a number of reasons, it is good that at long last this initiative is reaching fruition.  The first 
point I will make is that the Bunbury Water Board has demonstrated an excellent capacity to not only administer 
its internal affairs but also deliver quality service to the local community on a very cost-effective basis.  There 
are two reasons for this high degree of success over the years.  The first is very simple; namely, the Bunbury 
Water Board, or as it is known by its trading name, Aqwest, has a group of very professional, dedicated staff.  I 
think the member for Greenough referred to 27 personnel.  Considering that is the number of people who supply 
water services to the whole of the city of Bunbury and into the shire of Dardanup slightly outside the city of 
Bunbury, it speaks volumes for the quality of management and personnel employed by that organisation.  

The other key reason is that the people involved in running the Bunbury Water Board at director level have 
contributed their time and provided their expertise willingly over the years.  The results are there for all to see.  
Mr Vern Haley is an excellent Chairman of the Bunbury Water Board and he has the support of some very good 
directors.  The overall equation of a good board of management - people able to provide good guidance at 
director level - combined with a number of expert staff, some of whom have been with the Bunbury Water Board 
for a number of years, augurs well for the organisation’s future.  

It is important also to point out the achievements of the Bunbury Water Board, particularly compared with those 
of its nearest competitor - the Water Corporation.  It is sometimes difficult to make direct comparisons.  
However, my electorate is serviced more or less 50-50 by Aqwest and the Water Corporation.  Aqwest leads the 
way in customer service with not only water provision but also public service provision.  The quality of service 
provided by Aqwest is second to none.  The number of complaints I receive as a member of Parliament about the 
provision of water services in Bunbury is negligible.  All I can say is that if other government agencies, and 
indeed companies in the private sector, followed the lead of this organisation, it would bode well for customer 
service in our region.  

Over the years Aqwest has been very responsive to community needs.  It has faced the fact that it is not just a 
commercial entity but also a player in the local community and it has a social conscience.  When I was a member 
of the board, concessions were extended to elderly people.  The community obligations provided through 
Aqwest show a very fair-minded organisation that lives up to its community responsibilities very well.  In a 
technical sense, Aqwest is second to none.  It has a very good roll-out program for plant replacement and is very 
innovative in some of its technological services.  One example that stems from a number of years back is very 
obvious when one drives around Bunbury.  There are none of the tall, ugly water towers that are obvious in other 
capital cities and throughout Perth.  The Bunbury Water Board planned ahead and was able to acquire land 
characterised by very high terrain.  It built water storage tanks in those very high locations and, as a result, a 
good head of water pressure is available to the community without the need for unsightly water tanks obscuring 
the horizon around the city.  Little things like that are lost on many people.  They do not realise the thought and 
planning that goes into ensuring those results.  

Aqwest is very progressive in other areas, none more so than in demand management.  The Government has 
been talking about the need for demand management in the city of Perth and the metropolitan area.  I suggest it 
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would be a good idea to look no further than 200 kilometres away at what has happened in the past eight or nine 
years in the city of Bunbury where Aqwest has deliberately introduced demand management strategies.  I believe 
that the average household consumption of water in Bunbury is 20 kilolitres a year less than the average 
household consumption in Perth.  The temperatures are about the same.  I can assure members that people living 
in Bunbury drink the same amount of water and have the same water needs as their counterparts in Perth.  
Aqwest has been very successful in implementing a demand management strategy that has the full support of the 
local community.  One might ask whether that was achieved by ramping up water costs.  Although Aqwest 
introduced a user-pays system, the cost of water in Bunbury compared with bills from the Water Corporation for 
similar quantities shows a high score on the chart for Aqwest.  Put very simply, people living in my electorate 
who are covered by Aqwest generally pay a noticeable amount less for their water consumption than do people 
covered by the Water Corporation.  Although it is sometimes difficult to compare apples with apples, we must 
bear in mind that Aqwest does not have the benefit of any potential cross-subsidy from things such as the 
provision of sewerage works, because those services are provided solely by the Water Corporation through the 
City of Bunbury.  Aqwest is efficiently selling water to the local community and providing excellent customer 
service in the process.  As I said earlier, the two reasons for that are that the board is based on a very good 
structure, it has a very good team of directors, an excellent chairman in Vern Haley and superb staff under the 
guidance of chief executive officer Geoff Oddy.  Things are looking very bright for the future.  

In return for this it is only fair - it is good to know that other members agree - that members of the board be 
acknowledged for their efforts and for the responsibilities they shoulder in running this organisation.  It is worth 
pointing out that the directors are subject to the Statutory Corporations (Liability of Directors) Act and they have 
certain legal responsibilities that are attributed to them as a result of their positions as directors.  In recognition 
of the voluntary responsibilities they shoulder, it is only fair that some form of remuneration be paid, especially 
to the chairman of the board who puts in a great deal of time working on policy decisions involving the 
management of the board’s day-to-day operations. 

The final point I will make is very important: members can be assured that the process set out under this 
legislation provides for full accountability.  The amount of remuneration that is paid to members on both of these 
water boards through the water fund will be subject to the determination of the minister of the day.  I believe that 
that will be done in consultation with the Minister for Public Sector Management and it will be aboveboard.  We 
certainly will not see the sort of thing that we saw in today’s newspaper, but I will not go into that.  I have every 
confidence that we will have a bona fide remuneration system for people who deserve it.  

MR B.K. MASTERS (Vasse) [8.02 pm]:  I am very pleased to offer my support to this piece of legislation.  The 
Busselton Water Board, as pointed out earlier, is one of only two independent or non-government water boards 
operating in Western Australia.  In the six years that I have been the member for Vasse, my dealings with the 
Busselton Water Board have been excellent.  It has displayed professionalism in the various ways that it has 
looked after the water needs of Busselton residents.  In particular, I commend and thank both the previous 
chairman of the Busselton Water Board, John La Mancusa, who I understand held the position of chairman for 
quite a number of years, and Justin Devitt, who more recently took over that position.  I commend both of them 
for the work they have done.  I must also say thank you to Doug McCutcheon, the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Busselton Water Board, who has been the power behind the throne so to speak.  Doug and his staff have been the 
real backbone behind the Busselton Water Board and the quality manner in which it services Busselton’s water 
users.   

To provide an example of just how much the Busselton Water Boards’s service are appreciated, I attended the 
annual general meeting of the water board about six weeks ago and was the only member of the public there.  
Even though there had been extensive advertising and an article or two in the newspapers about how the AGM 
was the meeting to come to if one had a complaint or a concern about the water board’s operations, not one 
member of the public was at that meeting.  That indicates that not only is the quality of the water first rate, but so 
also is the service by which that water is provided to Busselton town residents. 

There are some interesting peculiarities pertinent to the Busselton Water Board that deserve a mention.  It does 
not chlorinate its water, unlike - as I understand it - every other water supplier in Western Australia.  Instead, it 
uses ultraviolet treatment to kill the pathogens that are potentially present within the water that comes from the 
ground.  I am told that the water board had to put up some fight in order to get permission - if that is the right 
word - from the Department of Health and other government agencies before it was able to go ahead with 
ultraviolet treatment of its water.  The result has been nothing short of amazingly successful, so much so that the 
board has had articles written about it in the Australian Water Association’s Water Journal.  The AWA is 
Australia’s peak water industry body and the articles that appeared in its journal relating to the UV treatment of 
water by the Busselton Water Board showed just how well that treatment was working.   

Another interesting sideline is that the Busselton Water Board gets its water from several hundred metres below 
the ground surface.  It takes its water from the Yarragadee formation that is located in Busselton and to the 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 11 March 2003] 

 p5117b-5122a 
Mr Jeremy Edwards; Mr Tony Dean; Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Mr Bernie Masters; Dr Judy Edwards 

 [5] 

south.  It is heated in the formation to a temperature of about 38 degrees in winter and summer alike.  The result 
is that, unlike any other water provider in Western Australia, the Busselton Water Board must first cool its water 
before it sells or delivers it to its customers.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Does it use ice? 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  To be honest, I am not sure of the technique.  In winter the water is simply stored in 
aboveground tanks where nature takes its course and it quickly cools down to the atmospheric temperature. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  What causes the high temperature? 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  The heat flow from rocks in the earth.  I think “geothermals” is the official term.  

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  That is what I thought.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I am sure that is what the member for Eyre thought.  Interestingly, however, in summer, 
when there are temperatures such as those we have experienced over the past week or so, it is not likely that the 
water in a surface water tank will cool significantly.  I do not know exactly how the board cools its water in 
summer but it is not uncommon to find that one does not have to turn on the hot water tap in summer if hot water 
is required.  That is a problem with which the water board must come to grips should there be complaints about 
the high temperature.  However, over the years, there have been precious few complaints about that matter.   

I should also mention that over the years there have been various attempts by the Department of Health in 
Western Australia to fluoridate Busselton’s water supply.  The most recent attempt was when the member for 
Darling Range was the Minister for Health some four years ago.  His suggestion that Busselton needed to 
deliberately add fluoride to its water supplies was not well received by the Busselton Water Board or a 
significant proportion of the Busselton community.  Fluoride, in the form in which it is added to water, is a 
significantly poisonous substance at high levels.  Even at moderate levels in water supplies it can cause gum and 
other diseases.  However, at relatively low concentrations, it is believed by many people in the dental industry to 
provide protection to teeth.  After the member for Darling Range came down to the area in his capacity as the 
Minister for Health, the debate was largely resolved when it was agreed that water samples would be collected 
from the various bores that serviced the Busselton water supply system.  Lo and behold, the bores already 
contained a significantly high level of fluoride.  The levels were not high enough to provide dental benefits as 
recommended by the health department, but they were around half that level.  I imagine that due to that naturally 
occurring fluoride in the water, the health department tucked its tail between its legs and went off to fight other 
battles that were more worthwhile.   

The Busselton Water Board not only provides quality water with a high quality of service but also is keen to 
expand.  It would love to take over the supply of water to Dunsborough from the Water Corporation.  Over the 
years the Water Corporation has experienced significant problems finding enough water to satisfy 
Dunsborough’s needs, particularly during the summer months.  I will plant that idea into the minds of the 
minister in this House who is responsible for water and the Minister for Government Enterprises in the other 
place.  I hope they will give fair and favourable consideration to the Busselton Water Board expanding and 
taking over if not all of the Water Corporation’s activity in the south west, then at least its activities in 
Dunsborough.  The water board has also told me that it would be quite happy to take over the sewage collection 
and treatment activities of the Water Corporation in Busselton and Dunsborough.  Therefore, if the Government 
wants to have more community involvement in the provision of services, in this case water and sewerage, I can 
certainly commend the Busselton Water Board to the relevant ministers.   

My understanding is that the Bunbury Water Board, or Aqwest, experienced some difficulties a few years ago 
with water quality because, at that time - I may stand corrected - it was taking water from the Leederville 
formation.  Those rocks were geologically situated above the Bunbury basalt formation and water quality 
problems were found with the Leederville formation.  However, those problems have now been resolved.  As the 
member for Greenough has advised, Aqwest takes its water from much deeper depths within the Yarragadee 
formation, and I certainly have not heard any complaints in that regard.  Vern Haley is the current chair of the 
board and I thank him for the good work he has done in recent years.  It is also important to recognise Dr Ernie 
Manea, the former mayor of Bunbury and well-known general practitioner in that area, who for many years was 
the chairman of the Bunbury Water Board.  He also performed way beyond the call of duty in his service to 
Bunbury water users.   

I have only one disappointment to relate.  That disappointment does not concern this legislation, which I am 
happy to support, but concerns the two private water boards.  A tender to supply water to the Dalyellup 
development was called during its final stages of planning.  History will show that the Water Corporation was 
successful in its tender, even though Aqwest put in what it thought was a high quality tender.  We now know - 
this is the way it has been explained to me, so again I am prepared to be corrected - that the Water Corporation 
fudged its figures when it put forward its tender to the developers of the Dalyellup area.  I am told that the Water 
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Corporation artificially deflated the amount of money it said was necessary to provide the capital infrastructure 
to service Dalyellup.  Once it had won the tender, adjustments were made to the dollars and cents that needed to 
be spent, with the result that Dalyellup residents are now getting a more expensive service from the Water 
Corporation than they would have received had the successful tender been that of Aqwest.   

With those concluding remarks I am pleased to offer my support to this Bill, particularly as it will enable a little 
money to be paid to board members.  That will encourage more community-minded members from Busselton 
and Bunbury to do the right thing by their communities in the provision of high quality water services.   

DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment and Heritage) [8.13 pm]:  I thank all members 
who have spoken tonight for their support for this Bill.  This is a small Bill and in the scheme of things it is not 
terribly important to the House.  However, I think it is important that the people who agree to become members 
of the Busselton Water Board and Aqwest are paid for the services that they provide to their communities.  We 
have two former members of water boards in this Chamber, so it is interesting to see where former members end 
up.  As all members have pointed out tonight, the members of these boards undertake tasks that require 
considerable time and a high level of responsibility.  They do all these tasks exceedingly well.   

As part of the machinery of government review, the Government looked at both the Bunbury and Busselton 
Water Boards.  The Government has reaffirmed that both boards should continue to exist as entities in their own 
right, which is a big vote of confidence in what they have undertaken.  As other members have said, the directors 
of the boards take their tasks seriously.  They are delivering services in their local areas in a well-thought 
through and highly regarded manner.  I was delighted last year at the Western Australian Water Industry Awards 
to see that both Aqwest and the Busselton Water Board won awards.  The Busselton Water Board received an 
award for customer service.  The member for Vasse’s comments highlight the fact that there is excellent 
customer service in that area, particularly when people were invited to complain and nobody did.   

I do not think there is anything more to say on this Bill.  Members of these boards need to be paid and this 
legislation will allow them to be paid.  Both boards have allocations in their budgets to undertake these 
payments.  We are already in the process of making inquiries with the Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
and the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal to make sure that the amount that these people are to be paid is sorted 
out ahead of time, so that as soon as the legislation is through, they can be paid.  As other members have said, 
this will help in attracting members to the boards.  The Government regularly advertises vacancies on the boards 
and not many nominations are put forward.  If people are interested in becoming members and this provides an 
incentive to do so, I hope we will get more nominations and see some new faces.  I echo the remarks of thanks 
that have been directed to the chairs of these boards.  The Busselton chair unfortunately had to resign because he 
purchased property just outside the Busselton Water Board area.  The Government took advice from the Crown 
Solicitor, but he was not allowed to stay on. 

Mr B.K. Masters:  Was that Justin Devitt?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:   Yes.  He has been replaced by David Reid. The board put forward that nomination and 
we are happy with it.  He is a current member of the board and he does a great job.  He will continue to do a 
good job.  Similarly, Vern Haley has done an excellent job for many years in Bunbury.  I also pay tribute to all 
the staff who work for the boards, because they keep the organisations ticking over and make sure that they are 
both such fine entities.   

Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time, proceeded through remaining stages without debate, and transmitted to the Council. 
 


